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Elsa and Richard Ambrose Timberlake, 
718 Jetferson Avenue, 

Des Moines 14, Iowa. 

Dear Elsa and Richard: 

Your "Balanced Rock" card from Colorado Springs, a few weeks ago, and 
your birthday card and note to me for Aug. 17th, remind me of your letter 
gand enclosures ~= including six typed pages of data and letters by Eliza 
Timberlake Davis -- and a letter from David Mason Timberlake, of Weston, 
West VAR that came to me some months ago. 

I have been trying, as my limited time mera tte; to arrange the very 
valuable material from Eliza T. Davis, and the other offerings, into a 
tentative whole; but I may as well admit, like me., others, that I have met 
many difficulties. There appears to be confusion ‘1 the Richard line, at 
or near the beginning of the record as it has come i mee It seems to me 
that the basic cause of much of this confusion can be traced to the inad- 
vertant assignment by different, detached people, or groups of.people, of 
the widely accepted "seven son: and two daughters" to two pairs of parents, 
namely: Richard I and Frances Harfield and Richard II and Sarah. 

In a study of the question: "Who were the parents of the seven sons 


and two daughters?" viz. “John, Richard, Henry, Benjamin, David, William, 


Harfield, Ann, Sally" -- or ("Richard, Benjamin, Henry, John, David, Willtan, 
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Harfield, Ann and Sally") -- the date of the birth of Richard I, or the date 
of his marriage to Frances Harfield, if he ever did marry her -- must either 
be established by factual evidence, or agreed upon by the study group build- 
ing the Richard line Tree, -- or the whole Richard I and Frances Harfield 
story -- must be thrown out the window -- at least that is the way it looks 
to me. 

The Francis Timberlake line starts from a definite "“court-of-record-date" 
ond they build definitely from that point. If the Richard line builders 
are to be in agreement and build a graceful, Marea one Tree, they must 
build from the same date. 

If no "Gourt" date can be found for the Richard line, the Richard line 
puilders should confer and agree upon a definite date as the starting ointl 
of the "Richard Line Tree" -- then Nature's way will help decide who are 
the parents of the "seven sons and two daughters". 

Eliza Timberlake Davis has the convincing answer to the above parentage 
question. She says she has Proof that "Richard II and Sarah" are the 
parents of the said "seven sons and two daughters". 

From that last paragraph the preceding ones above might appear to be 
"straining" to find "confusion", perhaps, so it becomes necessary for me to 
quote some other statements from the typed sheets that came along with 
Eliza Te Davis' letters to David M. ~- and her three pages of "Timberlake 
Family." ; 

I shall now also print several quotations from various papers and 
letters, some of them having been in my hands for more than forty years, but 
the first) one will be exact copies of four typed paragraphs from a sheet 
that came with your letter and the Eliza T. Davis letters and papers last 
spring: 

"David Timberlake of Mt. Airy" near White Post, Clark Co. Va. was the 


son of Richurd Timberlake and his wife Frances Harfield. 
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"Richard Timberlake, born about 1729 died October 2, 1794, buried in 
King William County on the Pamunkey River about a half mile above New 
Castle Ferry, on a farm beneath a weeping willow tree. This marriage to 
Frances Harfield ig said to have taken place in England. One Michael 
Harfield lived at that time in New Kent County from which Hanover Co. was 
formed, and the writer believes this man to have been the father, or 
brother of Frances Harfield. 

"RIGHARD AND FRANCES TIMBERLAKE HAD SEVEN SONS AND TWO DAUGHTERS, 
NAMELY: JOHN, RICHARD, HENRY, BENJAMIN, DAVID, WILLIAM, HARFIELD, ANN, 
SALLY." THE THREE OLDER SONS WERE SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUTION IN GENERAL 
WASHINGTON'S COMMAND AND WERE HONORABLY DISCHARGED AT YORKTOWN WHEN THE 
WAR WAS OVER. BENJAMIN DIED UNMARRIED. 

"Phe three younger sons, DAVID, William and Harfield came to the 
Valley of Virginia. All married and sebiled not tar from each other. 

All three were too young to be in the Revolution." 

The third paragraph says Richard I and Frances Harfield Timberlake 

were the parents of the seven sons and two daughters. From scores of 


statements I have seen and read the date of the marriage of Richard I and 


Frances, i8 given as 1733 -- but Hartield, the youngest son (a daughter 
was still younger) was born in 1770. Question: "Was Frances -- (say 20 
in 1733) -- the mother of Harfield in 1770?" 

Note also this quotation from the fourth paragraph "All three were 
too young to be in the Revolution." 

We shall now go back and begin with Eliza's letter to David: 


"Smithfield, Va., 
March 21, 1947. 


"My dear David: 
"T have your letter, of recent date, and am attempting a reply. 
"When you ask me to send you what data I have on the Timberlake Family, 


you little know what you are asking for = I have about a bushel of it. You 
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know my father began research on the family many years ago ~- vefore I was 
born = so through the years he made notes. Letla had some of it, and I had 
some. JI never have gotten from "Gray Gables" what she left there of it. 

"There are letters here to my father from Byron Timberlake. Leila 
Wrote to Miss Addie McCall, and since her death I have written to her. 
Indeed, there are not many months that pass without a query about this 
Timberlake family. 

"Tt am sending you our line: I have never even attempted to put together 
what I have about this family; but if all that I have could be typed out, 
and all of the others do the same, we might at least got a little done. 

"T have a vast amount about the Francis Timberlakes from a Mre. Bulkley 
of Louisiana. A Mrs. Sellers from somewhere way out West has been writing 
HE about her line. Then there was the Quaker, John Timberlake, who settled 
at Lynchburg. His descendents from Albuquerque, New Mexico, have written 

interesting things." 

"I never knew until recently that a John Timberlake lived near Woodstock 
years ago, and married the daughter of Jonathan Newman there." ----(What 
was her given name?) ----"Many years ago my father had correspondence with 
-a Jonathan Timberlake in the far West." ----(Probably my father's oldest 
brother.) ---- “I believe they might descend trom that couple. Who can tell? 
Those Timberlakes in Michigan, I think, descend from the Fredericksburg 
Timberlakes. I have some interesting letters from them." ~-n~(They were 
 bably ehildren of Uncle John W., one of my father's older brothers.) ---- 
"I have also letters that I never did reply to. That sounds terrible; but 
I cousd not help them, so why write?" 

"Now 1f anybody wants to take the lead, and let's get all this stuff 
together, and try to iron it out, I am perfectly willing to help. I hope 
these enclosures are what you want. I have all of the lines down one more 
generation all around, but thought you knew all that, just as Ido. It is 


our generation. 
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"IT have in my possession a mass of material on Timberlake from all over 
the United States. My father John Samuel Timberlake, began to assemble 
family data as a young man. He was born in 1833. I+ has been my wish and 
desire to arrange it in some sort of order, and have it published. Like 
many such things -- it being a long and a@ifficult task - it has been deferred 
from time to time. If such an undertaking could be made into a sort of 
Timberlake project, in which many families would asadist, I pledge my best 
efforts to assemble what I have to add to the whole. There are Many letters 
of old dates, among my father's collection." 

"Some of these are from one Byron Timberlake. Of more recent date, to 
my sister -- deceased, Leila Timberlake Thomson, Mrs. John A. <= and nyself, 
from Mrs. Addie McCall. If someone will start the project of a family 
history, I shall help." 


WE NOW CONTINUE WITH THE THIRD PARAGRAPH, PAGE 3 OF 
TIMBERLAKE FANILY” by ELIZA TIMBERLAKE DAVIS. 


"My direct line, proven, is First: Richard Timberlake, born in England, 
married Frances Harfield. The "born in England" is very doubtful, for 
Frances Harfield is thought to have been a daughter of Michael Hartield of 
New Kent Co. Va. There is record of Michael Harfield in that county. A 
Wheautitul story about this Richard and Frances coming to America on a ship 
fitted out for their transportation, because said Frances is said to have 
been "Maid ot Honor" to the then Queen of England, has been a cherished 
tradition in all branches of the family. 

"Second: Richard Timberlake II, with wite Sarah (proven) died in King 
William County, at his home, "Queen Field" on 2nd of October, 1794. The 
children, according to Family Bible, werg: John, Richard, Henry, Benjamin, 
David, William, Harfield, Ann and Sally. UThe three older sons were soldiers 
in the Revolution, under General Washington's command, and were honorably 
discharged from the army after the surrender at Yorktom. The three younger 


brothers, David, William and Hartfield, came to that part of Virginia, the 
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Valley of Virginia, which is now Jefferson County. All married and settled 
not far from each other. 

"Phe earliest proven ancestor of my line is one Richard Timberlake of 
Hanover County, Va. Beyond that, there is a tradition that the Richard of 
Hanover, was a son of one Richard of York Go., who being too old to be a 
participant in the Revolution, heard the guns at Yorktown -- he and his 
wife, Saran -- (7?) and were apprehensive or the safety of their sons who 
were in that battle. This tradition is, in a measure, borne out by the 
Windings of the writer of this sketch, who found reterences to this Tamily 
in tne Court Records at Yorktown." 

We now show the copies of two letters from W. Ss. Timberlake, 

Treasurer of the St. Paul Fire & Marine Insurance Company: 
"A. W. Perry, W. S. Timberlake, C. H. Bigelow, 

Secretary Treasurer President 

SAINT PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
St. Paul, April 28th, 1898 
"B. H. Timberlake, Esq., 
Department of Insurance, 
State Capitol, C ity. 
"My dear Mr. Timberlake: 

I desire to thank you for your kind letter of the 
26th inst., enclosing some letters relating to the geneaology of the Timber. 
lake family, and among others one from Gol. John 8. Timberlake of Milldale, 
Warren Co., Va, dated April and, 1890, addressed to J. ¢. S. Timberlake of 
Monticello, Fla., who I understand is a relative of yours. 

"Now I happen to know this Gol. John 8. Timberlake of Milldale. I 
haven't a personal acquaintance with him but I have corresponded with him 
and know some of his people who live on the Eastern shore of Virginia, where 
I have many relatives and where I go occasionally. I think there is no doubt 


at all but that Col. John 8., who is recognized in Virginia as the historian 
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of the family, has taken a great deal of pains and I believe has what he 
considers a pretty full record. 

"Col. John S. Timberlake's statement that the Timberlakes in this 
country are all descended from the same stock, consisting of three brothers, 
Richard, John and James with their half-sister Sallie Crump, who came to 
Virginia in 1733, I think is absolutely correct, as that is corroborated 
by information I have from other sources. I think your branch of the family 
are more directly related to Col. John 8. Timberlake than mine. T ama 
descendant of John Timberlake of Port Royal -- one of the three brothers. 
Your father's great grandfather and my great grandfather were doubtless 
brothers. I have no record of any of the Timberlakes except the descendants 
of John, as I have said before, who was my great grandfather. All of my 
people have lived in Virginia ever since the earliest time, or from the tine 
of their original settlement there, with the exception of a few who went to 
Kentucky. My own father had a brother, Thornton Timberlake, who live in 
Louisville. I think his descendants are living there still, although I have 
lost track of them. I can give you, and will gladly do so if you desire it, 
a copy of the family record as far as I have it. In the main I think it is 
correct; yet of course, as I have gaid before, owing to the fact that the 
family of John Timberlake have always lived in Virginia and many of them in 
Caroline County, where the records were almost wholly destroyed during the 
war of the rebellion, I have been unable to corroborate a good deal of the 
information that I have. 

‘co, GC. Wertenbaker, who 18 a son of Wm. Wertenbaker, who for a great 
many years was the librarian of the University of Virginia, appointed by 
Thomas Jefferson in 1806, has given me a good deal of the old family 
history; his mother was a Timberlake, and they were descendants from Lewis 
Timberlake, who was a son of John Timberlake and a brother of my grandfather. 


My grandfather's name was William, and he lived for a great many years near 


Fredericksburg, Va. 
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"I want to thank you very much for your kind favor and I have made a 
copy of this letter of Col. John 8. of Milidale, and return you now all the 
papers in the matter. If you want any information that I have, you are very 
welcome to it. I should be glad to see you at any time and I am interested 
as I say in this matter very much, and shall hope that we may be able to 
work out much valuable information from the data that we have in hand and 
from further research which we may be able to make. 

Yours very truly, 


W. 8. Timberlake" 


St. Paul, Minn. 
Jan. 8, 1904. 
"B. H. Timberlake, Esq., 
Andrus Bldg., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
"My dear Mr. Timberlake:-- 

"Miss Timberlake, our genealogist, in response to your inquiry, 
now gives me certain data which may interest you, and I simply repeat what 
she tells me when I say that the three brothers, Richard, John and James, 
and a half sister, Sally Crump (Mrs. Tyre) emigrated from London, England, 
on a chartered ship under the favor of her Royal Majesty, in 1733, and 
settled in Virginia. 

Richard, the eldest of the three brothers, married Frances 


Harfield of England. They had eleven children. 
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1 Richard : 1 Elizabeth : 1 Jonathan 

: 2@ Mary 8 2 Susannah 
2 Henry i 3 RICHARD, --+ 3 John W. 
3 Benjamin ‘ 4 Agnes : 4 Mary 
4 JOHN, --- t 5 Christopher 3 5 Alfred 
5 James $ 6 John 3 6 SBlizabeth 
° ae : i Mourning Lewis : 7 Rebecca 

av 2 Sallie : 8 Aquilla,-- Byron H. 

8 Harfield $ 9 Judith H ; : 
9 Elizabeth $ : 
10 Sally a 8 
ll Nancy . : 


‘?hig is the record of your line of the family, as I have it. We do 
not seem to agree on the name of the wife of the original Richard Timberlake. 
I have records of many branches of the family traced back to the start of 
the Timberlakes in America, and all give the name of Frances Harfield. I 
regret not having the dates of their birth and death. Mr. Thomas W. Tim~ 
berlake of Milldale, Warren Co., Virginia, can give you much more valuable 
information about your line of the family. He its a descendant of Richard. 
We trace back to the original John. 

"T might add, to what Miss Timberlake has said above, that your branch 
of the family is much more numerous than mine, and that Thomas W. Timberlake, 
above mentioned, of Warren County, Virginia, now owns and resides on the old 
Herfield-Plaee, one of the handsomest estates in that part of the comet 
Rie—eequived tiles eabate~through_inheritance-frem-hiewife, who was a Heérfield 
and his cougin. I expect to see Mr. Thomas W. Timberlake this spring, in 
March, as I expect to be in Virginia, and shall call upon him. I am as 
anxious as you are to pick up many scattered threads and missing links in 
this family genealogy, and he is the only one that I know of that has a full 
record. If you care to wait until my return I will be glad to give you the 
penefit of any information that I may be able to secure. I have been told 
that he has a full record, as I have said before, of the whole family, and I 
shall endeavor to get a copy of it. 

"With the assurance of my sincere regard, believe me, 

"Yours very truly, 
W. 8. Timberlake" 
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We next copy a paragraph from a letter of Olivia Timberlake Harwood, Akron, 


Colorado, to Gol. C. C. Wertenbakgeer, Charlottesville, Va., dated Aug. 12, 
19033 
"My dear Cousin:- 

"T have been in correspondence with two new Timberlakes, Charles and 
Edward, "my first cousins" -- they are, unquestionably, gentlemen of refine-~ 
ment and culture; their Great Grandfather, John, came to Ohio from Virginia; 
pringing with them his slaves, etc. The slaves, he liberated. He was said 
to have been"an upright Christian gentleman, affable in manner, and was never 
known to lose his temper." He was tall; as are, nearly all of his descendants 
His wife's maiden name was Mary Lynch Johnson -- her grandfather was; Charles 
Lyneh, and wae the man who gave the land on which Lynchburg is built. 
(Lynchburg, Va.) His Mother was a Doane; and a descendant of Deacon John 
Doane who came over in the Mayflower in 1620% He, Edward, says his,grand- 
father moved from Campbell Co. Va. to Highland County, Ohio, in the early 
years of the nineteenth century. To them were born 8 children, three sons 
ana five daughters, viz; Richerd, John, Christopher -- daughters: Susan, 


Elizabeth, Rebecca and Mary. Richard was the grandfather of: Edward and 
ah 


1€87« 
Charles, who are the only sons of Alfred Timberlake. They had eight sisters. 
6- tO. Qgrabre ~Quawr Ed. net, DON, Tamer Mf nargoile 


Edward is the one, with whom I correspond at present. He told me of many:~ 
their names and places of business; I am pleased to tell you they are, all, 
occupying places of trust and responsibility. I do not like to be boastful; 
but if we had all Timberlakes in these fat (government) offices, I do not 
think there would be the corruption that now seems to pervade and prevail 
in them." 


On April 17, 1903, Olivia from Akron, wrote to Col. C. C. Wertenbalsser;: 


"Akron, Colorado, April 17, 1903. 


"Col. C. CG. Wertenbaksper, 
Charlottesville, Va. 


"My dear Kinsman:— 
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"I was made the proud recipient of a letter from you just one week 
ago today; and can assure you I was intensely interested in all its details 
of your history regarding your branch of the Timberlake family, and trust I 
can interest you equally as much in our branch, although like yourself I am 
not in possession of as many facts as I would like to be. We are in possessio? 
of some records, some traditions, and some sayings, heard from earlychildhood, 
around which we must weave our own suppositions and a warrantable induction 
from existing facts. 

"How interesting to know your great-grandfather lived at Port Royal, in 
Carolina County, while mine, Richard Timberlake, resided on his own planta. 
tion, in King William Co., (Queensfield). Now, let us believe they were 
brothers, and came to America in the same Ship -~ three brothers and one 
Timberlake Sister Ann -~ in 1733. The tradition, handed down faithfully to 
us is this: Richard Timberlake was born in England in 1710, was married to 
Lady Frances Harfield (one of the Queen's maids of honor) at the Court of 
Geoe IIT and Queen Catherine (Caroline), in the year 1733. It seems as if 
these people (the Timberlakes) were great favorites with the Queen, thus it 
was, she dartered a vessel; and equipped it with excellent style, and sent 
them across the Atlantic to find a new home in America. Those who came were: 
one newly married couple and two brothers, one sister (a Miss Timberlake) 
who married a Clopton, and a Miss Harfield, who married a Crump == and now 
comes some real nice history: My two grandfathers were brothers, the two 
youngest sone (?) of Richard and Frances, while my Father and Mother were 
their youngest children, (Stephen and Frances). When we were small children, 
our parents were still in touch with the Clopton and Crump relatives. One 
cousin, Frederick Clopton, often visited his valley relatives, although then 
advanced in years. Our Crump relatives are still warmly cherished by us, 
although about four removed away. They, or one of them, married into the 


Timberlake family, thus causing their children to be more nearly allied to 


the parfieclds. 
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However, this 1s a digression, and I must go back. My cousin, John §. Time 
berlake, of Warren Co. (now dec'd) was for Many years deeply interested in 
his family history, and spent some time and money in getting up quite a 
voluminous memorabilia - he endeavored to learn of every branch and succeeded 
right well; he was satisfied with his research, and thought he only lacked 
one link in the chain to make it complete, for there was one he could not 
find, and was unable to trace him -= he seemed to have disappeared entirely. 
It was thua I became so interested and made every endeavor to assist him in 
finding thé missing one. He (cousin John) travelled all through the lower 
counties, Carolina, King William, New Kent, and Hanover, searching old 
records, tombstones, etc., and gleaning anything of interest he could from 
the oldest citizens. His interest in the subject never wavered. He, of all 
the family, was the one to find the most important dates, the time of the 
landing, etc., which I believe is correct. Virginia was prospering then. 
Queen Catherine "--{Caroline of Anspach, a woman of many attainments and 
great force of character, Standard Encyclopedia)" ----- was doing her own 
sweet will while her George looked on. The record would tell us, that my 
great grandfather was 23 years old at the time of his marriage. His two 
brothers were, it is likely, younger and they must have married Virginia 
ladies, and settled near each other, or my two grandfathers could not have 
had such a host of cousins, as they did in Hanover, New Kent, Middlesex, 
Albemarle, and in Richmond! This could not be impossible as people in those 


times raised such large families, for example, my great uncle, (Harfield) 
raised only "sixteen", "eighteen" or "twenty-two"! My great grandfather 


Yaised nine -- seven sons and two daughters. Grandfather David had ten 
children, while grandfather Henry raised eleven. Uncle William, eight. 
Uncle John -~ I only know of three, but I think there were several others. 
Uncle Benjamin died single. 


"Of my great grandfather's seven sons, four were in the Revolutionary War, 


Timberlake page 13 9 


Richard and Benjamin in the Infantry, John and Henry of the Cavalry. I have 
lately received record of my grandfather from the war department. He joined 
lst Virginia Regiment, Capt. Dickinson's Company, Col. Isaac Read commanding 
Reg't. He (Henry) was the youngest son (?), and joined the Army at the age 
of sixteen, contrary to his father's wishes. The four brothers were present, 
and unhurt, at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. I have heard of two Time 
berlakes mens were "seamen" in that war -« they must have belonged to your 
line, since they seem to be fond of the "water service". I am sure there ia 
a record of them at Washington, also of one William Timberlake who served in 
the Colonial War, and who was on friendly terms with George Washington. All 
of this history is fascinating, and I will look into it if I have time and 
strength, for like you, I am much shaken up by a spell of La Grippe and must 
proceed slowly. 

"My interest in our family history has been aroused recently by my 
search of my grandfather Henry's war record. It has helped me to beguile 
the time during which I was forced to remain in my room. 

dyke poramnbe), 

"My great grandfather, (Richard I,,amust have been very enthusiastic in 
temperament for, 'tis said, that he sat all day long on his portico at 
Queensfield while the battle of Yorktown was in progress, and as each volley { 
of artilléy sent volume of sound to him, he would send up a cheep, saying: 
"Hurreh Washington! Hurrah La Fayette!", while his good wife would chidingly 
say, "Mr. Timberlake, how can you do that, for one of our sons may have been 
killed just then". But nothing daunted by that doleful suggestion, he cone 
tinued his cheering, until the roar of battle was hushed, and his heros, 
Washington and La Fayette, had won the victory. 

"I believe this enthusiasm in affairs, military, is a family characteris- 
tic. My father's eldest brother (Captain Richard Harfield) could, with 


difficulty, be restrained from going into a battle when near to one. During 


the Confederate War, the brothers, (four) would often go near the scene of 
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action in order to look after their sons and relatives and to assist the 


~7 


wounded. My father and Uncle Richard were at the battle of Kern's Town, 

and while the battle was at it's height, Uncle Richard forgot he was unarmed 
and a citizen and rode right up to the artillery, hat in hand, and cheered 
the gunners lustily, calling outs "Pour it into them} Give it to thems" 
ete. I tell you this to show that the military ardor does not cool with the 
succeeding generations. Just think of iti The first Richard, cheering the 
Revolutionary heroes’ While his son Richard, did battle with Washington, 

and the third Richard, cheering Jackson's men, while his son Richard (fourth) 
rode with Ashby and Stuart. This fourth Richard was killed in the charge 
made by the 12th Va. Cavalry, down on the Black Water. There is the fifth 
Richard in that particular line, and the sixth, who is the son of Charles 
Edward Timberlake of Brooklyn, N. Y. He is a great grandson of my Uncle 
David, and with the tull name of Richard Ambrose", (to whom this letter is 
written) --"thus you see the name of our great grandfather has been well 
preserved in, and among, his descendants. The venerable name of our maternal 
ancestor has not been allowed to die out, for there has been a Harfield in 
nearly every family down the generations -~- both men and women bearing the 
name." 

Mre. Olivia T. Harwood, who wrote the above letter, was born in 
Virginia in 1842. Her cousin, Mary T. Bartlett, born in 1820, also submits 
the appealing contribution that follows: 

Let us now study a tew paragraphs copied from "The 01d English History" | 
by Mrs. Thomas W. Timberlake of Front Royal, Warren County, Virginia, for 
Mrs. Mary Timberlake Bartlett, who said in her accompanying letter to me 
of January 10, 1906: 

‘My cousin, who was copying the record, was taken very sick and never 


completed it. We are very sorry, but I am 86, blind in one eye, anda | 
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het 
little deaf. However, they all agree my mind is clear and I want to het 
q 


\ 


you in your Timberlake Tree work. 

"Yes, I am a Timberlake, sure enough. My Mother, Sallie T., was the 
@aughter of David T. and my Father, Martin T., was the son of William T., so 
my grandfathers were brothers and the sons of Richard and Lady Harfield Tim~ 
berlake. We are Rot wanenoa aor kin in this country. 

"Hoping this information will be appreciated by you, for it 1s true and 
has been handed down from one generation to the other and wishing you a 
prosperous New Year, I am 

Respectfully, 
Mary T. Bartlett 


512 8. Braddock St., 
Winchester, Va." 


"the first Timberlake who came from England to Virginia was married to 
one Lady Harfield who wa 5 a Court Lady, and the Queen's Maid of Honor, (or 
perhaps Maid of Honor to the Princess. These Maids of Honor are selected 
from among the Earl's daughters.) They were married in England and came over 
in a vessel chartered by the then reigning sovereign of England. Two brothers 
and one sister came with them, the sister too was a Miss Harfield who had 
Married a Mr. Crump. Our greate-grandfather's name was Richard Timberlake and 
he married Frances Harfield (Lady Harfield). To them were born Benjamin, 
William, Henry, David, Richard, John, Harfield, Sarah, Ann, and perhaps 
otherse Henry Timberlake joined the Revolutionary forces, under Washington, 
at the age of sixteen years. He was also one of the famous "Body Guards" 
who escorted LaFayette around while on his last visit to America. They were 
warm friends and indulged in an embrace when they met. A pleasant incident 
4s told of this Mr. Richard Timberlake whose three sons were in the battle 
of York Town and present when Cornwallis surrendered." (September 19, 1781.) 


"Their father, whose home was ten or fifteen miles distant, could hear the 


roar of the battle distinctly, as he sat in his fror{door, and at each 
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volley, he would call out "Hurrah Washington!" "Hurrah LaFayette!" When 
his wife (the good motherly Frances) would say: ‘Mr. Timberlake, how can you 
feel that way, when one of our sons may have been killed just then.' They 
were not killed and all were honorably discharged and returned to their 
parental roof in safety. They left a record, of which we have a right to 
be proude 

'The good Knights are dust, 

Their good swords are rust, 

And their souls are with the Saints, we trust.' 

"Of the three Timberlake brothers, who came to America, one settled in 
Virginia, one in North Carolina, and the other brother went North. Some of 
the North Carolina stock went South, and West, while the descendants of the 
Northern branch went West too. There are quite a number of influential and 
wealthy Timberlakes in the Western States, also some in Kentucky. From John 
descended the Polks, and Fletchers of New Kent County, Virginia. 

"The Crest (or coat of arms) of the Timberlake family is a figure of a 
knight, mounted, and in full armour, his right arm hangs broken, and limp, 
Ke grasps his sword and holds it aloft in his left hand, and carries his 
bridle reins between his teeth while racing into battle at full speed." 

"Richard Timberlake departed this life October 2, 1794, age 64 years. 
Frances Timberlake, wife of Richard, died November 2, 1794. Benjamin, son 
of Richard and Frances Timberlake, died March 14, 1815. William W. Timberlake 
married Esther Sh aie) 4 Frenarnes was the daughter of Martin Sherman 
and Ann Chinn, of Lancaster County, Virginia, and granddaughter of Esther 
Ball and Rawleigh Chinn of Morattico, Lancaster County, Virginia, and great 
granddaughter of Joseph Ball and Elizabeth Ronney of London. Joseph Ball 
Was also the father of Mary Ball, who married Augustine Washington, the 


father of General George Washington. David, son of Richard and Frances 


Timberlake, married Mary Davis, daughter of Rev. William Davis, Baptist 


Minister. Her Mother was a Bowen and her Mother was a Fieklin, died in 1845. 
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Henry, son of Richard and Frances Timberlake, died October 3, 1829, age 69 
years. Ann, daughter of Richard and Frances Timberlake, departed this life 
January 30, 1793. Sarah Timberlake, daughter of Richard and Frances Timber~ 
lake, died January 26, 1806. Harfield, son of Richard and Frances Timberlake, 
died in 1828." 

From the above we find that Esther Sherman Timberlake's mother was a 
first cousin of General George Washington, who was the fifth child of 
Augustine Washington. (Public Library Reference Department, September, 1947.) 

OLIVIA'S LISTS 

Copied from the lists she sent to Col. C. C. Wertenbaker, Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in 1903. We now present Olivia T. Harwood's; 

"Family Record of Richard and Frances Timberlake of King William County, 
Virginia, Residence 'QueenField'." 
"First Generation - Born in England" 

"Richard Timberlake was born in England in 1710. In 1733 he was married 
to Frances Harfield at the age of 23. Came to Virginia in 1733. He died at 
Queen Field, October 2, 1794, aged 84 years. 

"Frances Timberlake, consort of Richard Timberlake, departed this life 
on November 2, 1804, aged 75 years. Born in 1729." 

N.B. We use the name of Olivia T. Harwood with a feeling akin to 
reverence, and hold it and her memory in very high esteem =~ but the above is 
an accurate copy of her writing, and in the interest of fact and reality we 
say that if Frances was born in 1729, she would have been only four years old 
in 1833. We call attention to this accidental error to stress the value and 
importante of dates in geneological studies. 

"Children of Richard and Frances Timberlake" 
"Second Generation ~ American born" 

"Richard - died when old = was the one who was married three times and 
served in the Cavalry under Washington. ~ New Kent County. 

"John Timberlake, married a Miss Nelson, descendant of Thomas Nelson. 


He was a gallant soldier in the War of the Revolution, in the Cavalry Service. 


He left two sons, Benjamin and Thomas Nelson Timberlake, and several daughters 
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I know not how many, but one was named Frances. - New Kent County. 

"Harfield Timberlake, married Miss Mary Griggs of Jefferson County, 
Virginia. Residence, 'Shenstone.' 

"William Timberlake, married a Miss Sherman of Fanquier County, 
Virginia. Resfidence, ‘Clover Hill', Warren County, Virginia. 

"David Timberlake and Mary Davis were married on the 3rd of December, 
1795. She was the daughter of Rev. William Davis, of the Baptist Church. 
David Timberlake was born in 1759. His home in the latter part of his life 
was at Mt. Airy, in Clarke County, Virginia. 

"Henry Timberlake, son of Richard and Frances, Was born at Queen Field, 
_ ne died at his home and was buried in the family graveyard at 
Pleasant Green, October 3, 1829, aged 69 years. He married Miss Blizabeth 
Robinson Wilson, daughter of William Wilson of Scotland. He was one of the 
‘Body Guard' that escorted General LaFayette to Washington when he visited 
the United States." (in 1784) "When they met they embraced each other gushi 
ly after the French fashion. They had been fast friends during the Revolu- 
tionary period. He did notjoin the army until 1777." 

"Anne Timberlake, daughter of Richard, died January 30, 1793. 

"Sarah Timberlake, daughter of Richard, died January 26, 1806. 

"Benjamin Timberlake, died March 14, 1815. 

"This 18 the record as kept by my great grandfather and his children. 

I hope it will not be altogether incoherent to you." 
Olivia T. Harwood." 

The Richmond, Virginia, Times Dispatch of January 14, 1906, in its 
"Genealogical Column", carried a sketch of the Timberlake family. The first 
paragraph of the story said; 

"The Timberlake family having been called for, we with pleasure give 
the following sketch, as it forms one of the most prominent and interesting 


of the many old families of Albemarle." 
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It gives the usual "Three Brothers" story, with landing at Port Royal 
in 17... , and names Richard as having married a maid of honor to George III's 
Queen, and Joseph and Francis as the other two brothers. But George III be- 
came King in 1760, and married the German Princess Charlotte Sophia of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz in 1761. The story gave optional names for the "maid 
of Honor" and did not fill in the year of the ship's landing. Had the 
editor in 1906, become conscious of dates? 

THE FAMOUS LETTER 

We now present a copy of the important and widely heralded letter of 
Gol. John 8. Timberlake to J. C. S. Timberlake. It came to me in 1898 from 
my first cousin J. B. Timberlake, a well known inventor and manufacturer, 
With many patents, of Jackson, Michigan. His son, Wilbur B. Timberlake, 
father of the diplomat, Clare Hayes Timberlake, met Mr. J. C. 8. Timberlake 
4in Chicago during the World's Fair in 1892. J.C. 8. showed Wilbur the Col. 
John §. letter and permitted Wilbur to make a copy, which he shared with his 
father and they shared it with me. 

In 1902 J. C. 3. Timberlake became the manager of the deluxe summer 
"Hotel St. Louis", at Lake Minnetonka, twenty miles from Minneapolis. Being 
anxious to meet him I wrote him a short welcoming letter, to which he made 
the following reply: 

June 10, 1902. 
"HOTEL ST. LOUIS 
Lake Minnetonka, Minn. 
J. 6. &. Timberlake, Manager. 


"ur. Byron H. Timberlake, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dear Sirs 

"your very pleasant letter of May the 28th was duly received and 
would have been answered sooner but for the fact that I have been very busy 
day and night getting the Hotel in condition to receive guests. 

"I ghall be very glad to meet you and will call at your office 


within a few days after the meeting of the United Commercial Travelers 
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which will be held at this place next Friday or Saturday. 
"With high regards, I am 
Yours very truly, 
J. C.§. Timberlake." 
He did call at my office later, but I was away - - so two busy 
optomistic Timberlakes let the summer pass without meeting. 
Here is a copy of the famous letter from Col. John S. Timberlake to 
J.C. S. Timberlake: 
Milldale, Warren Co. Va. 
April 2, 1890. 
"Mr. J. G. S. Timberlake 

Monticello, Florida. 

"My dear Sir and relative - for such I learn you to be, for in 
tracing the biography of our family and in writing up its history, I find 
we have all descended from the same English ancestors, consisting of three 
brothers - Richard, John and James and their half sister, Sallie Crump, ali 
of whom came to Virginia in 1733 and settled. 

"My great grandfather Richard (the eldest), Settled on the Panumkey 
river, John at Port Royal and James emigrated to Illinois from whose descend- 
ants the family has spread out over the west, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Missouri, Kansas, etc. 

"John's posterity settled in Fluvanna and about Charlottesville, 
Louisa County, in lower Virginia, and emigrated to North Carolina, Tennessee 
and the southwest, and o branch of them into Kentucky about Lexington. 

"Richard, my great grandfather, and his posterity -- settled very 
largely in lower Virginia, and of whose children three brothers, David (my 
grandfather), Harfield and William came to the valleg of Virginia, then a 
new country -- raised large tamilies, grew rich and prosperous. 

"I have just learned of you from a Mr. Carrol of Charles Town, 


West Virginia, Jefferson County, where I have (I should say we) have numerous 
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Timberlake relations. Mr. Carrol said he was visiting Florida during the 
winter and stopped at a splendid hotel in Monticello, kept by J. C. 8. Tim- 
berlake, who he described as being a whole souled, affable and agreeable 
gentleman, which is characteristic of our name wherever found, and who like 
all the rest of the name, loves good living. Mr. Carrol had with him a 
printed menu and was quite delighted with the proprietor and the bill of fare 
He says you told him you were kin to all the Timberlakes. 80 now with this 
introductory as to the Biography of the family, I am most anxious to hear 
from you and want you to trace back for me as far as you can go. Name your 
grandfather's brothers and sisters, where they lived. Also name your 
father's brothers and sisters and that will enable me to place you as to 
which of the original brothers you descended fron. 

"Give me your age and where born, that will enable me to know what 
generation's you or they belong to, and will be easy to trace relationship 
to my grandfather, my father and yourselves. 

"My father, Richard Harfield Timberlake, had only three children, myself 
the eldest, John 8., Richard Lewis, my second brother who was killed during 
the Confederate War, and my brother, Thomas W., who lives near me and is 
6 ft. 3 inches high. I was born February 16, 1833. Richard was four years 
younger and Thomas W. is seven years my junior (I was 57 last February 16, 
1890). 

"Permit me to say as a family we Timberlakes have a great analogy of 
family traits and resemblances and which have been largely perpetuated by 
numerous intermarriages. We have a family record that has never been sure 
passed, if equalled by so large a posterity and so remarkably distinguished 
for their excellent traits of character wherever found and which is every- 
where alike. This may be due to the fact that we deacend from the old 
English Anglo Saxons from whom I have traced our stock, and that of the 


father of our great grandfather was an old English nobleman of London, 


where our family came from, and where the name 18 numerous. 
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"My great Grandmother was a Harfield, a lady of the Court of Queen Anne, 
"(1665 to 1714, Standard Encyclopedia, September, 1947)" and that illustrious 
Queen sent her (my great grandmother) together with my great grandfather and 
his two brothers to America in a chartered vessel ~6. The Timberlake urbanity 
of manner, love of style, good living, ete., is therefore easily traced to 
nobility itself. 

"I wish your photograph. If possible give mg your size, height, dew 
acription of complexion, color of hair and eyes, also your age. (If you are 
an old bachelor I will keep that a secret)." 

"Now of my father's family. My father's mother was Mary Davis, a niece 
of Pres. Jefferson Davis and the daughter of the President's father's brother. 

"My wife is my third cousin whose Mother's grandmother was the sister of 
our great grandfather, and she married her third cousin, John Custlen of 
Macon, Ga., who was my father's first cousin. His (Castlen) mother was a 
sister to my father's father. I married Carrie Virginia Castlen, my third 
cousin at Macon, Georgia, May 1, 1860. 

"wy brother's wife's great grandmother was a Miss Ball and sister to 
George Washington's mother and on her father's side related to General 
Robert E. Lee. Her mother (my brother's wife's mother) was a Timberlake, 
my father's first cousin and she is therefore my brother's third cousin and 
his wife third cousin to my wife. 

I graduated at the Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Virginia. 

My brother, Thomas W.-, graduated at the University of Virginia. We are 
farmers and live near each other. 
Respectfully your relation, 
John S. Timberlake." 
IS THE QUESTION FAIR? 
That furnishes enough of the data I have tor the purpose of this study. 


You will remember I asked the question: "Who were the parents of the seven 


song and two daughters?" on the first page of this letter, and implied that 
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the letter was to be a study of that question. Let me make it crystal 
clear from the very beginning of the study, that I have no thought of even 
trying to decide that question myself. 


If that question is to be answered, the answer must come from others 
much closer to the base of the question that I am. The data I have seen 
caused me to propose the question for careful study, and I believe even now, 
after a careful reading of the varied evidences offered herein, that a large 
Majority of those who study the several offerings, and reflect on the ab- 
sence of dates in their previous studies and writings, will agrea that the 
purpose of the question is fair, even tho' the form of the question could 
have been softer. Likewise the “out the window" phrase on page two, is used — 
for the purpose of stressing the necessity of fixing a date, through some 
plan, from which the splendid Richard line Tree begins to spread its illus- 
trious branches. “Where are, also, many other conflicting statements -- 
purporting to be -~ or stated as - facts, in some cases -- that require 
adjustment. 

I do not think it is necessary to critically review the above offerings 
and point out all the "difficulties" I have encountered. I think they will 
be readily seen by careful readers -- and that sounds like I expect you -«+ 
Elsa and Richard -- to permit others to read your letter ~~ and that is 
exactly what I do expect. 

Will Experienced Minds Express Their Judgments? 

Many calls had come to me for more data on the Richard line, and as our 
personal friends of that line I asked you for help -. with the result that 
quite a bundle of material came and my "difficulties" were increased, 
through no fault of yours, or others in this generation. 

Eliza T. Davis says therein that she has proof that Richard II and 
Sarah were the parents of the seven sons and two daughters, and we believe 
her and are building our Trees accordingly. Now the general acceptance of 


that proof will clear away the chief source of the confusion that has 
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troubled many, but we have no evidence before us that any large number of 


the members of the Richard line are aware of that proof. They could very 


well have it whthout our knowledge, and we hope they have, but we have state- 
ments from so many other good Timberlakes, claiming Richard I and Frances 
were the parents of the seven sons and two daughters, that we decided to 
submit the above offering to you and your friends and associates for study, 
discussion and opinion, while we try to place the several limbs, branches 

and twigs that you sent us, in their proper places on the Richard line Tree. 
As noted above we are using the Eliza T. Davis formula in building bur 
Richard line Tree, and all of its branches. You can quickly see the almost 
endless amount of work required if we should have to revamp every generation 
on the whole Tree or build it over again on the Richard I and Frances basis. 
That 1s why it is so exceedingly important to know the DATE for the beginning 
of the FIRST generation, as well as his name == Richard I -= and also the 
names and proper designations, of the second generationg and dates of birth 
-- actual or approximate ~~ to help place them in their correct line of birth, 
m@s near as possible. It is quite important too, to place and keep each one 
in its proper generation, and to check dates -- dates -- dates -~ look up 
dates, use dates whenever possible after suitable effort. Don't be dis- 
couraged if you spend two whole days, 48 hours, trying to fit one date to one 
person -= and fail. And remember this: We shall faithfully revamp all gen- 
erations on our Tree, or build it over, if TRUTH requires it. 

Hurrah Washington! Hurrah LaFayette’ 

One of the most interesting stories coming out of the early Timberlake 
experiences is the one in connection with the siege, or battle, of Yorktown. 
So many different persons have told the same story, except the name and 
place of the "cheerer", that I think it must be generally accepted as having 
happened. 

Olivia T. Harwood, on page 13, names Richard I as the "cheerer" and the 


place; “on his portico at Quaen Field" -- 60 miles from Yorktown. She does 
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not name the "good wife", but she was the wite of Richard I -- Frances. 

Mary T. Bartlett, on page 16, names Richard I as the "cheerer" and the 
Place "10 or 15 miles distant" so he “could hear the roar of the battle 
distinctly", and she says his wife"was the good motherly Frances", the 
location "10 or 15 miles from Yorktown, places the "cheerer" clearly in York 
County, where Yorktown is located. Eliza T. Davis, on page 6, says: "the 
earliest proven ancestor of my line 1s one Richard Timberlake of Hanover 
County, Virginia. Beyond that, there is a tradition that the Richard of 
Hanover, was a son of one Richard of 
York County, who being too old to be a participant in the Revolution, heard 
the guns at Yorktown ~- he and his wife, Sarah (7) =» and were apprehensive 
of the safety of their sons who were in that battle. This tradition 1s, in 
a measure, borne out by the findings of the writer of this sketch, who found 
references to this family in the Court Records at Yorktown." 

As I read that paragraph it says that the "Richard, of York County", was 
"too o1d to participate in the Revolution -- he heard the guns at Yorktown, 
he and his wife Sarah" -- (?) “and were apprehensive for the safety of their 
sons who were in that battle." -~ 

Now I understand the said Richard of York County was Richard I and that 
he was in York County during the battle, and that his wife's name was Frances 
-- all in keeping with the Mary T. Bartlett version above. By all counts 
Richard I and Frances were still alive in 1781. They have been located in 
York County and he was the "natural" to be the "cheerer" -- in which case 
the word "sons" would indicate "grandsons". 

I shall be happy to hear a better explanation of the "cheering" -- 
if he did so cheer. 


THANKS for Eliza T. Davis. 


Eliza T. Davis, our Genealogist, has very courteously invited all 
Richard lines to “come on in -- speak up -- let Somebody take the lead -- 
" 


let's go -- and get something done «~. 


Well, if her proof passes muster, she has already taken the lead by 
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finding that the seven sons and two daughters, who make up most of the M 
Richard line Timberlake history, were children of Richard II and Sarah, of 
"Queen Field" King William County, Virginia, while Richard I and Frances 

were in York, or other counties. Or, did the two Richards develop "Queen 
Field" together, to be inherited by Richard II after the passing of Richard I 
and Frances? 

There are, of course, many difficult questions thrust forward for 
solution by accepting the Eliza formula, (so apparent that they need not be 
named here), but she says she has the proof, and with that established, all 
the other difficulties can be ironed out and smoothed over through research 
and faithful study. She has the essential material and lives near the center 
of the Richard line early history. She should press forward toward the 
building of the Richard line for publication. The Joseph line, the John 
line, and particularly the Frances line, under the leadership of Mra. Addie 
McCall, have made fine progress and the Richard line can do likewise if we 
can find a common starting date and work together. 

Were there two pairs of "Richard and Sarah"? 

All ot the above is ot interest to all Timberlakes, including me. But 
there ig one thing that is of especial interest to me. I have had it in 
mind all the time, but I have left it till the last because it is personal, 
though it may be of interest to others as well. I should like to know the 
names of the parents of my great, great grandparents, Richard and Sarah. 

My great, great grandparents, Richard and Sarah Timberlake, were the parents 
mentioned by Eliza T. Davis. Will you please ask her and all others as well, 
1f she, or they, know the names of the parents of my Richard and Sarah 
Timberlake, or either of them? Was the Quaker, John Timberlake, one of the 
seven sons? In so far as age is concerned, he could haves been. Bliza 


places John as the oldest child, but several others place him third or 


fourth and lower. Nothing is more clearly and definitely established as 
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fact, than the asrrbrent ranking by age of children of the same family f ; | 
different people --' for this reason or that, or none at all -- so the a, 
stands. Olivia bape Richard and Benjamin were in the Infantry and John and 
Henry in the gee others have named only three: Richard, Benjamin and / = 
Henry. Henry's birth date appears to be well established as 1760. Qur John 
was born in 1761. After the surrender at Yorktown, if he was there, it was 


six months before his marriage near Lynchburg, Virginia, in 1782. Thus, 


so far as time is considered he could have been at Yorktown and yet marry 


Mary Lynch Johnson in Campbell County, Virginia, in 1782. 


Thanking you tor your fine cooperation and hoping! 


you will encourage 
your relatives and friends to make copies and carefully read this study and 
report their opinions and decisions direct to our genealogist, Mrs. Eliza T. 
Davis, Smithfield, Virginia, Box 106. I remain as always, with assurance 
of our high regard P ( , 
Your "dophdz" Timberlake booster, 

Byron Harvey Timberlake 


Born August 17, 1861, near Salem, Indiana 
University of Minnesota, Class of 1891. 


